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Swaraj is freedom for everyone, the smallest among us, to
do as he likes without any physical interference with his liberty.
Non-violent non-co-operation is the method whereby we cultivate
the freest public opinion and get it enforced. When there is com-
plete freedom of opinion, that of the majority must prevail. If we
are in a minority, we can prove worthy of our religion by remain-
ing true to it in the face of coercion. The Prophet submitted to the
coercion of the majority and remained true to his faith. And when
he found himself in a majority he declared to his followers that
there should be no compulsion in religion. Let us not again either
by verbal or physical violence depart from the injunction, and by
our own folly further put back the hands of the clock of progress.

Young India, 24-11-1921

209.    TO THE CITIZENS OF BOMBAY*

BOMBAY,
November 26, 1921

By God's grace we are once more at peace. We are no longer
engaged in the occupation of breaking one another's heads, throw-
ing stones or burning buildings. Nevertheless some of us have
still anger, bitterness and fear in us. This is evident from the lang-
uage of numerous visitors and correspondents. We can call it a
real peace only when our minds are free from these impurities. The
first step towards such a consummation is that Hindus and Mussul-
mans make a clean confession of their guilt. Those who cast the
first stone must be held guilty. If I begin by using an abusive
word I must take the consequences of all that may follow. If Hin-
dus and Mussulmans made the beginning by forcibly removing
foreign caps or by throwing stones, they were the guilty party.
Moreover, they are in aa overwhelming majority. And it is
largely Hindus and Mussulmans who have taken the pledge of
non-violence. Therefore it is they who should realize their respon-
sibility in the first instance.

I am not here considering the responsibility in law. I am
simply thinking of it as between man and man. If Parsis and
Christians do not feel their share of the guilt, it is difficult to esta-
blish a lasting peace. If Parsis and Christians had not retaliated
when Hindus and Mussulmans began violence, they would have

1 This appeared under the caption "Way to Peace1' and with the intro-
duction: "The following is the translation of a Gujarati appeal issued by
Mr. Gandhi,"